
By Caroline Andrade

Academy of Art University 
School of Architecture 
(ARH) alumnus Ahmad 
Jabassini has a curious mind-
set and was always interested 
in knowing why things were 
made a certain way. Having 
studied architecture closely 
for many years, he became 
a keen observer of his sur-
roundings and was curious 
to find out how design could 
reflect the history and heri-
tage of a space and respond 
to the needs of its users. 

Jabassini joined leading 
architecture firm Gensler at 
its Los Angeles office in May 
of this year as an architec-
tural designer. At Gensler, he 
is actively involved in the 
design process, and works 
with a team that develops an 
idea, builds it in both 3-D 
and physical models, and 
ultimately develops it into 
architecture. “I love working 
on these types of works, and 
the design process,” said 

By Caroline Andrade

Grace Tsai, a School of 
Illustration (ILL) alumna from 
Academy of Art University, 
hails from a creative family. 
Her two older brothers, 
also Academy grad-
uates (M.F.A. ’10 and 
’15), have since pursued 
careers in directing 
and animation. As a 
child, she was inter-
ested in comic books 
and deemed illustra-
tion as something she 
wanted to pursue as a 
profession. 

Cut to 2017, Tsai 
graduated from the 
Academy and was 
already working on her 
first project drawing il-
lustrations for a feature 
film poster in Taiwan. 

“My brother directed 
the film and asked me 

Jabassini in a phone interview.
“Gensler is one of the best 

architectural firms in the world, 

to create a poster. I did portraits 
of the three main characters,” 
said Tsai, who was raised in 
Taiwan. Two years later, the film 

and I feel very comfortable 
working with talented architects 
and designers from all over the 

world,” he said. “The working en-
vironment at our office is great, 
and we all perform as a team to 

achieve our goals and ambitions 
for shaping the future of cities.”

A native of Syria, Jabassini 
was fascinated by the role 
that architecture and build-
ings played in representing 
civilizations and the ambi-
tion of cities. To him, archi-
tecture is the proof of the 
things that we can’t see; it is 
the balance between art and 
engineering. A reflection 
of the invisible and a social 
act that could improve the 
world by making form and 
function follow humanity, 
which is why he decided to 
pursue a career in it.  

He transferred to the 
Academy, where he took all 
of his classes online and re-
ceived his B.Arch degree in 
2018. Following graduation, 
he was a part of the AIA 
Pasadena & Foothill Design 
Awards 2018 jury.

According to Jabassini, 
the Academy helped him 
hone his skills and made 
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Shaping the course of architecture

Making an impression

Gensler Architectural Designer and Academy alumnus Ahmad Jabassini talks about his 
time at the university

Alongside winning awards, 
alumna Grace Tsai’s art has been 
showcased on a feature film poster 
and in illustration magazines

By Rob Garcia

On Sept. 7 out at Craig 
Regional Park, Academy of 
Art Men’s and Women’s Cross 
Country each opened with upper 
tier finishes in not only their first 
races of the year but also an early 
look at the same course that will 
be the site of the 2019 Pacific 
West Conference Championships. 
The women, who had two run-
ners in the top 10, started the day 
with a sixth-place result and the 
men followed with a fifth-place 
team finish.

Leading the women’s 5k 
for ART U was redshirt soph-
omore Audrey Rosencrans 

(Fashion Design) and junior 
Natalia Novak (Communications 
& Media Technologies) who 
both finished among the top 
10 in a field of 213 runners. 
Rosencrans took ninth (18:34.0) 
after moving three spots up 
from her first split and Novak 
ascended 10 spots to cross the 
line roughly a second behind 
her teammate in 10th (18:35.5). 
Graduate student Hasna Kaarour 
(Landscape Architecture) came 
in at 19th overall while redshirt 
sophomore Alyssa Winter 
(Game Development) was 81st 
and sophomore Jasmine Becker 
(Fashion Design) rounded out 
the qualifiers in 105th.

After starting out the men’s 
8k with all five runners in a 
seven-runner pack, the Urban 
Knights had graduate student 
Charlie Messai (Landscape 

Architecture) and redshirt senior 
Rabah Houali (Communications 
& Media Technologies) break 
off with the front group before 
Houali ultimately ended as the 
top finisher. He came through 
at 22nd overall, sporting a time 
of 26:01.1 and Messai was not 
far behind in 30th (26:14.5) 
out of the 188-competitor field. 
Sophomores Hudson Lockette 
(Illustration) and Markus 
Anderson Deakin (Motion 
Pictures & Television) remained 
together with respective 
finishes of 53rd and 54th while 
redshirt senior Joshua Browne 
(Industrial Design) closed out 
the quintet at 93rd overall.

freshman defender Katie 
Williams (Architecture), and 
sophomore defender Britney 
Flint (Graphic Design), but 
the Saints took advantage of a 
corner kick in the 82nd minute 
to make it a 3–1 match. The 
Urban Knights held them from 
there and came away with their 
second victory of the season.

Two days prior against 
Humboldt State, Wilson’s two 
goals were again the difference 
in a 2–0 victory. The first score 
came in the second minute of 
the game when the Knights were 
given an early opportunity on 
a penalty kick from a handball 
in the box. Wilson lined up the 
shot and hit it square to the bot-
tom left corner of the net for the 
first goal of the 2019 season.

Wilson was back at it in 
the 25th when she received a 
ball from Rasmussen at the top 
of the box. Wilson took one 
touch on the ball, planted, then 
sent it past a diving keeper for 
her second goal of the season. 
Rasmussen did well to intercept 
a poor clearance ball from the 
Lumberjacks and fed Wilson a 
perfect pass to earn the assist. 

With plenty of time remain-
ing, the Knights dug in to hold 
their lead, which proved to be 
no easy feat. The Lumberjacks 
were relentless in their attacks 
and more than doubled the 
amount of shots Academy of Art 
took. But junior goalkeeper Lara 
Pflicke (Acting) was tremendous, 
collecting seven saves en route 
to her first career shutout.

Cross country opens season at Biola Invite
The men’s and women’s teams gained upper tier finishes in their first 
races of the year

Brett Bovee is the Sports 
Information Director for the 
Athletics Department.

Rob Garcia is the Associate 
Athletic Director for Media 
Relations for the Athletics 
Department.

Women’s cross country team. Photo by Kyle McGuire.

Men’s cross country: Charlie Messai. Photo by Claire Morgan.

Gensler Architectural Designer and School of Architecture alumnus Ahmad Jabassini presenting his thesis 
at the Academy in 2018. Photo courtesy of Ahmad Jabassini. 

M.F.A. School of Illustration alumna 
Grace Tsai. Photo courtesy of Grace Tsai.

Soccer continued from 3

Gensler continued on 7

Illustrator continued on 7

LGBTQ referendum outcome illustrated by Grace Tsai. Image courtesy of Grace Tsai.
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Fall semester begins September 5th

an impact on his thinking 
style while preparing him for 
real-world experience. “It was 
a great learning experience for 
me. I got a lot of support from 
my instructors to learn how to 
express myself and be myself in 
every work [project] I do and 
follow my passion,” he said. 

“The instructors made sure 
we are following the building 
code, making sure we are on the 
right path. They tried to intro-
duce us to the working environ-
ment—an office environment af-
ter graduating—and [explained] 
how a portfolio is very import-
ant. All these elements helped 
me a lot in my [transition] from 
a student to a designer in the 
professional world.”

ARH instructor Karen 
Seong had Jabassini in her 
Studio 7: Tectonics and 
Structure (ARH 410) class and 
found her former student very 
driven. “He’s one of the most 
hardworking students, I’ve ever 

featured on one of the Netflix 
equivalent streaming services 
in Taiwan, which gave her a 
taste of sweet success.

This year, two of Tsai’s il-
lustrations were featured in the 
popular illustration magazine 
3x3’s 16th Annual International 
Illustration show. In the past, 
her works have been featured 
in the Student Show Honorable 
Mention category in 2017, and 
Professional Show Merit cate-
gory in 2018. 

“I am pretty happy, also 
because I think the first year I 
won for an editorial piece on 
tech, but didn’t think the topic 
was as edgy or controversial as 
this year’s subject that I chose. 
In the second year, I won for 
my self-portrait which doesn’t 
really have any storytelling 
elements,” said Tsai.

“This year I got accepted for 
not only storytelling pieces, but 
also subject matters that really 
matter to me.”

ILL Director Chuck Pyle, 
Tsai’s instructor in the Concept 
Technique and Illustration (ILL 
602) class, shared, “Grace is 

taught,” she said. “He stayed 
motivated throughout all 15 

such a hard worker, 
always producing 
and striving to 
deliver work above 
the expectations of 
the instructor. That 
is the Academy 
spirit, and it is the 
working profes-
sional spirit. 3x3 
recognizes what a 
bright future she 
will have.”

One of Tsai’s 
illustrations in this 
year’s show was a 
GIF about a refer-
endum on whether 
the public wanted 
same-sex marriage 
to be referred as 

‘marriage’ or a ‘civil 
union.’ “To some 
people, that could 
be a step down 
from marriage, and 
the public voted 
they did not want 
it to be called 

‘marriage.’ Of course, at the time, 
all the LGBTQ community or 
allies were very saddened about 
that fact. I made one illustration 
about that,” explained Tsai.

weeks which is tough to do. It’s 
a very intense studio, and it 

She added, “The second 
illustration is a still image 
of a concentration camp in 
Xinjiang, China.”

Tsai was surprised the two 

requires new skill acquisition 
in terms of technical skills, 
and how you manipulate tools, 
but also conceptual thinking. 
Students have a hard time 
sustaining the momentum 
throughout the program, 
but he just kept pushing all 
through the semester.”

Beaming with pride over 
his role at Gensler, Seong said, 

“It’s well-deserved. When the 
opportunity with Gensler ma-
terialized, he was ready. He had 
held jobs before, he had exposed 
himself to architecture and had 
[received the] education. He was 
able to articulate and communi-
cate what this profession means 
to him, personally.”

For Jabassini, the studio 
class taught by Seong changed 
his perspective on what the 

illustrations were selected because 
she felt like they were both about 
very political subjects. “I think 
especially the second one because 
you are critiquing a large political 

future of architecture should 
look like. He also credited ARH 
instructors Philipa Ra and 
Mini Chu, who gave him the 
opportunity to develop a vision 
and ideas with freedom and 
support in the thesis studio 
(ARH 550) class. 

For current ARH students, 
Jabassini expressed that it is 
important to take time and de-
velop a portfolio “with storytell-
ing elements which reflects your 
way of thinking and ambition.”

“In a job interview, try to 
show your strength and give 
confidence to your work so the in-
terviewer recognizes that in you.”

power, and that’s pretty sensitive.” 
David Ball, Tsai’s Editorial 

Illustration Portfolio class (ILL 
706) instructor, expressed that it 
was no surprise seeing her work 
get featured in 3x3. “Grace was a 
very strong illustrator upon her 
arrival in class, but her style was 
not yet clearly defined. In Grace’s 
words, she found her style in this 
class, finding the freedom there 
that she needed to be herself,” he 
said. “The Academy developed 
the strong foundational skills 
necessary to have control of her 
work and the understanding to 
learn to work in her own person-
ally intuitive way.”

Tsai shared that one of her 
ILL instructors, Edmund He, 
once said, “Teachers cannot 
teach you to draw, but can 
teach you to see.”

“That is really what I 
learn[ed] at the Academy—to 
look at my own work with a crit-
ical eye. Because when you are 
here, you have all the support 
from teachers. But when you go 
out, you are all alone.” 

(Above and below) Photo renderings of Ahmad Jabassini’s thesis project, “The Museum of Life.” Images courtesy of Ahmad Jabassini.

Illustrator continued from 5

Gensler continued from 5

An illustration of the Xinjiang camp by Grace Tsai. Image courtesy of Grace Tsai.
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