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National Council of Architectural Registration Boards



Want to Be an Architect?

Education Experience Examination
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Want to Be an Architect?

Education Experience Examination



Earning Your License

What does it take to get a license in your jurisdiction?

ncarb.org/registrationboards



Education



Architectural 
Experience 
Program®
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Gaining Experience
Architectural Experience Program®

Experience	Setting	“A”
Practice	of	Architecture
1,860	hours	Minimum

Experience	Setting	“O”
Other	Experience	Opportunities
1,860	hours	maximum



Experience Setting ”A”
Architectural Experience Program®

direct supervision by a supervisor licensed as an architect 
in a U.S. or Canadian jurisdiction in an organization 
engaged in the lawful practice of architecture

Experience Setting ”A”



Experience Setting ”O”
Architectural Experience Program ®



Experience Areas
Architectural Experience Program ®

Project 
Development & 
Documentation

7 Tasks
1,520 Hours

Construction 
& Evaluation

6 Tasks
360 Hours

Practice 
Management

16 Tasks
160 Hours

Project 
Planning 
& Design

17 Tasks
1,080 Hours

Project 
Management

32 Tasks
360 Hours

Programming 
& Analysis

18 Tasks
260 Hours

3,740 Total Hours



Jurisdiction Requirements
Architectural Experience Program ®



Reporting Requirements
Architectural Experience Program ®

100%
credit

50%
credit

Experience gained 
within the past
8 months

Experience gained
more than

8 months ago
up to 5 years



Supervisors and Mentors

Setting	A:	who	signs	hours
• AXP	Supervisor

Setting	O:	who	signs	hours
• Supervisor	or	Mentor



AXP Guidelines
Architectural Experience Program ®



Start Your Record

Step TwoStep One

$100 NCARB Record Application Fee
$85 Annual Renewal Fee 



Reporting Hours
Architectural Experience Program ®



Architect 
Registration 
Examination®



ARE 5.0 Divisions
Architect Registration Examination® (ARE®)

Project 
Development & 
Documentation

120 Items
5 Hours

Construction 
& Evaluation

95 Items
4 Hours

Practice 
Management

80 Items
3 Hours 30 Mins

Project Planning 
& Design
120 Items
5 Hours

Project 
Management

95 Items
4 Hours

Programming 
& Analysis

95 Items
4 Hours



Resources
Architect Registration Examination®



Experience Examination Licensure CertificationEducation



Next	Steps

• find	firms	that	support	your	path	to	licensure

• start	an	NCARB	Record

• report	AXP	experience

• connect	with	Architect	Licensing	Advisors



Join the Conversation!

instagram.com/NCARB

twitter.com/NCARB

facebook.com/NCARB

youtube.com/NCARBorg

National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards

ARE5community.NCARB.org
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