
Hello & 
Welcome



What is an 
architectural license? 
Architects have a significant responsibility 
to protect the health, safety, and welfare of 
the people who live/work in the buildings. 



• to legally call yourself an “Architect” 

• make your years of education count 

• run your own firm 

• a career move and higher income

• be part of the licensed architects in the US and help to make the 
profession reflect the community we live in and promote diversity

Why do I need an 
architectural license?





In 2022 NCARB record holders
Approximately 83% identified as white 
Asians made up 6.6%  
Hispanic or Latino architects made up 4.9%, 
Black or African Americans made up 1.8%



Licensed Professionals Make Consumers Feel Safe

of voters agree that 
professional licensing makes 

consumers feel safe

of voters indicate it is
important for architects 

to be regulated

89%

According to a 2019 study by Benenson Strategy Group



55 Jurisdictions

~ 30,000 Active Candidates 
~ 21,000 AXP supervisors
~113,000 Recordholders (2021)

 

National Council of 
Architectural Registration Boards



NCARB resources

www.ncarb.org



Education Experience Examination

Want to Be an Architect?
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Want to Be an Architect?

Education Experience Examination



Earning Your License

What does it take to get a license in your jurisdiction?
ncarb.org/registrationboards



Education



Architectural 
Experience 
Program®



Setting A
Architectural Experience Program®



• Other work experience under licensed 
professionals

• Design or construction related employment

• Community-based design center/collaborative

• CSI certification (CCCA & CCS)

• Design competitions

• Professional Conduct CE Course

• Site visit with mentor

• Construction work

• AIA CE for HSW

Other Opportunities
Architectural Experience Program®



Experience Areas
Architectural Experience Program®

Project 
Development & 
Documentation

7 Tasks
1,520 Hours

Construction 
& Evaluation

6 Tasks
360 Hours

Practice 
Management

16 Tasks
160 Hours

Project Planning 
& Design
17 Tasks

1,080 Hours

Project 
Management

32 Tasks
360 Hours

Programming 
& Analysis

18 Tasks
260 Hours

3,740 Total Hours



AXP aims to develop
Architectural Experience Program®

COMPETENCE
in tasks

Not just 
seat time



Free Supervisor Resources
Architectural Experience Program®

NCARB offers free resources to help supervisors in 
their role, including: 
• Training courses worth HSW CE credit
• How-to videos for setting up an account and 

reviewing reports
• Fillable check in worksheets to structure your one-

on-ones
• Tools to create shared expectations
• And more! 
Access these resources at 
www.ncarb.org/supervisor-resources  

http://www.ncarb.org/supervisor-resources


Reporting Requirements
Architectural Experience Program®

100%
credit

50%
credit

Experience gained 
 within the past
8 months

Experience gained
more than

8 months ago
up to 5 years



Reporting Hours
Architectural Experience Program®



AXP® Guidelines
Architectural Experience Program®

ncarb.org/AXP-Guidelines



Start Your Record
Step TwoStep One

$100 NCARB Record Application Fee
$85 Annual Renewal Fee 



Architect 
Registration 
Examination ®



ARE Divisions
Architect Registration Examination® (ARE®)

Project Development 
& Documentation

100 Items
5 Hours

Practice 
Management

65 Items
3 Hours 20 Mins

Project Planning 
& Design
100 Items
5 Hours

Project 
Management

75 Items
3 Hours 40 Mins

Programming 
& Analysis

75 Items
3 Hours 40 Mins

Construction 
& Evaluation

75 Items
3 Hours 40 Mins



Where to Test
• Delivered with PSI
• Online and in-person
• U.S. and international

Eligibility
• Jurisdictions set eligibility requirements
• In most cases, this is meeting the 

jurisdiction’s education requirement

Fees
• Scheduling: $235 per division

Taking the ARE
Architect Registration Examination® (ARE®)



Key Examination Policies
Architect Registration Examination® (ARE®)

Score Validity 
• A division score of PASS remains valid while that version of the exam (ARE 

4.0, ARE 5.0) is being delivered and for the immediately following version.

Retesting 
• A candidate must wait 60 days after a failed division to retest on that same 

division. 
• Can test up to 3 times per division per running year.

Scoring 
• All divisions are scored as Pass or Fail. 
• The final score is calculated based on a candidate’s overall performance 

across the entire division.



*Available to candidates with an active NCARB Record who aren’t ARE complete

12% BETTER PERFORMANCE



ARE Candidate Resources
Architect Registration Examination® (ARE®)



ARE Guidelines

Sunday, April 7, 2024

Available at NCARB.org

Example Footer 31



NCARB
Certification



NAAB Path to NCARB Certification
NCARB Certificate

Sunday, April 7, 2024

Certificate

Example Footer 33



NAAB Path to NCARB Certification
NCARB Certificate

Sunday, April 7, 2024

Certificate

Example Footer 34



NAAB Path to NCARB Certification
NCARB Certificate

Sunday, April 7, 2024

Certificate

Example Footer 35



IPAL at Art U School of Architecture

The IPAL option provides 
the opportunity to earn your 
license in less time by 
incorporating experience an
d examination during your 
education. 

https://www.ncarb.org/gain-axp-experience
https://www.ncarb.org/pass-the-are


IPAL at Art U School of Architecture

• Application processes open every fall

IMPORTANT NOTES
•Students must apply for and be accepted into the IPAL program
•An individualized degree plan will be created for each IPAL candidate
•IPAL advisor will track student progress
•Students in the IPAL program are eligible to take ARE exams and must 
take all at least once prior to graduation
•Students must accrue AXP hours to stay in the IPAL program
•CSE (California Supplemental Exam) must be taken after completing the 
BArch degree and AXP hours

Undergrad: second year or 
others who are already 
working
Grad: open to all 

Currently 24 students across 
UG and Grad







Join the Conversation!

Sunday, April 7, 2024

instagram.com/NCARB

twitter.com/NCARB

facebook.com/NCARB

youtube.com/NCARBorg

National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards

ARE5community.NCARB.org

Example Footer 40



Sameena Sitabkhan
AAU Licensing Advisor
ssitabkhan@academyart.edu

Experience Examination LicensureEducation


